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WILLEM JANSZ. BLAEU (1571-1638)

Willem Jansz. was the founder of a large publishing firm, thac would become famons in the
ficld of carcography under the name Blaeu. Willom Jansz. came origioally from Alkmaar,
bur moved to Amsterdam ac che age of 23 to work in the office of his uncle’s haring trade
business. He was more interested in machemarics and astronomy, howcver, and after two
years, he left for Denmark to study with the astronomer Tycho Brahe, who had his own
obscrvacory as well as a workshop for the manuficturing of inscruments and 3 printing
office. This enabled Willem Jansz. to acquirc bath theovetical and practical knowledge and
provided him with contacts among like mindcd people. After 2 year he rerurncd to the
Nerherlands, and applied himself to astronomy for several years in his native Alkmaar.

At the end of the sixteenth century, Willem Jansz. moved to Amstcrdan with his farnily.
He set up a shop in celestial and cervescrial globes and astronomical instruments, all
manufactured by himself. A printing office and publishing fiem, De {Vergalde] Sonmewyser
{“The Gile Sundial”) would follow soon. In 3605 he moved to 2 new location ac the Dameak
{op "t Water; “on the water”).

His first publications were in the area of carrography and navigation. The voyages of

discovery in the fiftcenth and sixteenth century had created an incerest in carography. The
newly discavered territorics offered opportunicics for trade and it was not only essential to
know how to reach these places but also how to return o the country of origin. Knowledge
increased with every journey made and, 1s a consequence, maps becanic more accurate. The

unfolding of new opportunities causcd a rise in the demand for good maps. In addition ta
charts, used specifically for navigation, growing numbers of poople became interested in
maps. They wanted to satisfy cheir curiosity about the new cerricories even if only on paper.
The firse large centre for the production of maps was found in the Southern Netherlands in
the sixteenth century with Plantin, Ortclius and Mercator 1s leading publishers. They were
the first printers of world aclases. Mercator's name is indissolubly connected wich his
invention, the Mercacor prajection, a system of increasing laticadinal degrees, destined to
be used a sea



Because of Amsterdam'’s growing role in inccrnational crade from the end of the sixteenth

century, it is not surpri
nozthwards, initfally led by publishcrs who had emigrated from che south. Amscerdam was
a favourite place for political refugees, victims of religious disputes and forrune seekers
During the Twelve Years' Truce (1609-1621) the city expanded enormously. The economy.
floutished and this was reflected in the production of maps. Willem Jansz. was not the only
publisher of maps and globes in Amsterdam, When he started his businss, Cornelis Claesz
(1546/7-1609) and Jodocus Hondius 1 (1563-1612), both originally from the Southern
Netherlands, had already made a name in this Geld. Following Clacsz.’s death, Willem
Jansz. succeeded in acquiring a large pare of his estate, which strengthened his position as
map publisher, However, he faced fierce comperition from his neighbour Jan Jans, ar
fohannes Janssonius. Beeause Willem Jansz. had also [atinized his name, {Guilclmus)

ng chat the market for maps and pilot gaides, slowly moved

Janssonius, in accordance with gencral custo, this caused much confusion and was also
abused by [an Jansz. Therefore Willem Jansz. decided to change his name and ro carry the
suename of his grandfather ("blauwe Willem”; “blue Willem”) as family name in (621
From then on, he called himself Willem (Jansz.) Blacu, Willem Jansz. produced his firsc
maps in 1604 and his reputation as maritime cartographet was once and for all cstablished
in 1608 with the publication of Lickt der Zeevaert {"The Light of Navigation”), a pilor guide
compiled by himself and later replaced by che Zeespiegel {"Sea-Mirror). He also prinred
loose maps on parchment, the so-called “overzeilers” {"maps to cross oceans and seas”)
intended for usc at ships and produced by an cspecially wide printing press. In addition to
chatts, Blacu also published assembled wall maps as well as a series of profiles of citics all
over the world in 2 large format. The production of globes was also an important and
Iucrative component of the business. in the second half of the sevententh century, after
the copperplates of all rival firms had been bought, che Blacus werc cven the sole producer
of globes in Amsterdam.

In addition to his activities as publisher, Blacu continucd his scientific pursuits. He used
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Willem |amse. Warw didd mor only sell ks produces i Amsrerdam bue chroughaur Earope,
ot whiich the ewice annully held Frankiurter Buchmesse played an impoicant rele. Book
and priny sellers from all over Bumope convened in Frankfur to shaw and sell ther L
public
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o el i i azed. The pranting office was atready sold in 1 Gog-







WALL MAPS IN SEVENTEENTH CENTURY DUTCH INTERIORS

The seventeench century saw a growing market for wall maps, which were mainly sold to
affluent merchancs, governors and scholars. The first two groups needed not only ro be
well informed about the area whete theit professional activicies took place, bu maps were
also displayed s status symbols and fot their aestheric value. The dllegory on Painting by
Johannes Vermeer clearly shows the overwhelming eye-catching qualicies of a lavishly
princed and decorated map in an interior. In addition o their decorative fanction, wall
maps could also serve educational purposes. In chis respect, it is interesting co mention
that Constantijn Huygens hung Blacu's maps of the four continents in the room in which
his sons often played. He wanted them “to get an impression of the large form of the world
and ics division” (“dacrbij sij een’ vaste gestaltenisse van “swerels maccksel ende verdee-
linghe in den sinn kregen”), as he wrote in his diary.

The rear side of large wall maps was rcinforced with linen and the upper and Tower mar-
gins were provided with sticks to prevent the hung maps from curling. Smaller maps were
often displayed in ebony frames.

It becomes clear from inventories that maps were often listed along paintings, which might
mean that both were accorded the ssme status. Johannes Vermeer's painting The sleeping girl
in the Metropolitan Muscum in New York shows that paintings and maps could be dis-
played together. Little is known about prices because the administration of large pub-
lishers has hardly been preserved. Most publishets oftered maps in different executions,
ranging from simple o added decorative borders and ornaments, the so-called “orna-
mental sheets” (Ciraar-bladen]. The latge wall maps, which cansisted of several sheets, wete
understandably more expensive and their price was similar to those of paintings.

Like atlascs, decorative wall maps were often hand-coloured. First the paper was prepared
to preven the running of the inks. This was done with animal size, sometimes with the
addition of alum (a mordant) or starch. A skillful colourist could raise he value of the
maps considerably, bath artistically and financially. Coloured maps were twice as expensive
as uncoloured ones in Plancin’s days. Prices had dropped a century later, but a coloured
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BLAEU'S WALL MAPS OF THE FOUR CONTINENTS

Tn g ad Wasm pubdished o series of wall maps depicring the four conrimencs. Earope, Asia,
Avica and America. On st 5 f the same year. the Srases of Hallaod and WestFriesland
ol graneed b 4 privibege for en pears o procect him from ceproducsion of hiv work by
ks v
The fives state of the series pansisced of foar sheses, while 2 title bowder, decoranve hundens
amd maryginad tear-feaves were added o the secomd sare of sers. The Gcs shar  seprin was
published afves mevely fous yeses is indcative of the suecens of Blaew's maps. 11 i thereloes
unctear why Willen Jansa. sald the copperplases i Hearicus Hondiay, whe prblished 4
Al stan uf e sories i eoay, Map and sicle shoss mmaimed unchangad, as disd the on-
vents f the text it the Laster part wia reses and Hondios's address was added, In his turn
i sl e plaves i Chasy fame, Visscher, who, ragether with his son Nicalaas,
el pushish an adelizinal chee seares of the wall maps. The map image remained
wnchanged, bur the carouche with the privilege of 1608 was removed and the imprine of
Clars Janue. Visschier was added There were some changes to chie itk barder andl 3 new rese
T three Lamgueages was icluded as wel.
The sevies of the four conuinesrs wis granted 3 bong caveer s can dliw be seen i the
Jpsachie by Gesins e Borch feom 1669, which shows an iivesios with Blass's Eurape mip
Tesmgimgg o e wall. idisre dhan ey yeses afier publicoon af the firs s the map wes
apiestently selll appiecisead armd e fudged minkied
and Blaew werr the firs s sl dcorative bewdlers to wall naps. These ilfus-
v were dinsely somseied o i charred are and wald comis ol twn plan and
varw sl chepiciomy el cismes wen by rominent sitizem from differon wegivas, These
aibditiom by akilbiial arvisrs convribaced s no small way o the infemasive and, especially,
10 the dscorative valie of wall magn
Ulaey conperased alren with the enjraves fosua vin dew Cade |1481/4-fier 1638}, whe
cmgraved 3 large mumher af his maps oo coppenpaze. Althoagh bis signasure sppears saly
an vhe second stare of the Aftics map, here is liebe doubt dhur bie by sl been respansible
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far the maps of the other cantinents. The author of the decorative borders and cartouches
is most likely Hessel Gerritsz (1580/1-1632}, who also cooperated with an den Ende at
Blaeu's wall map of che Seventeen Provinces in 1608,



A NEWLY DISCOVERED STATE OF THE EUROPE MAP

No copy of a complete set of Blacu’s four concincnts in possession of a privatc collector is
knowa. Tswo copies of the first state of the Europe map of (08 have becn preserved
(Ritcersaalverein, Burgdof, Switzerland and The British Library; only che map sheets of
both copies have been preserved); of the second state of 1612 one copy is known
(Sichsisches Hauptstaatsarchiv, Dresden); of the chird stace, published by Hondius in 1624,
onc copy is known (Herzogin Anna Amalia-Bibliothck, Weimar); no copics arc known of
the fourch state published by Clacs jansz. Visscher; one copy of the fifch state published by
Nicolaas Visscher in 1655 is kown {Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris; decorative borders and
cext lacking); one copy of the sixth state is known (Bibliothtque Nationale, Paris, lacking
title border and text).

The present copy of the Europe map diffcrs from the other previously known states. The
fixst state does not concain an address, contraty fo the second one, which also carcies che
signarure Guil. lanssonio. The text for the third state was resct and the title NOVA EUROPAE
DLSCRIPTIC was added, with in the lower right corner the address of Henticus Hondius.
The ticle of the present copy is the same, but the address merely states AMSTELODAMI in
the type and format used by Blacu. Based on this information one can conclude tha this
copy is an unknown variant of the sccond state of 1612. Among the seven known extan
copies, the present copy is the third complete one and is, compared to the others and con-
sidering its age, in a remarkable condition,
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