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GERARD anp LEONARD VALK
{Gerard , Amsterdam 1652 — 1726 Amsterdam

Active in Amsterdam 1670 ~ 1726, temporarily in London 16(787)
(Leonard, London 1675 — 1746 Amsterdam (3))

A paiv of Terrestrial and Celestial Globes, 23 cin in diameter, engraved by Gerrd Valk in
1700 and issued in their present second stave by him and his son between 1711 and 1726;
in their original stands with circular wooden hovizon rings covered with printed paper,
supported by four legs, and brass meridian rings supported by a single column. Coloured by
a comtemporary hand and with the stars highlighted in gold

The Terresurial Glolse. n aertomfhe

Commmacherre, Coolesti e o, et plewe Ny
Hir Ternesevs U e irseret;

Asmuredrean,

Awe 1700

Civm prividege

The Celestial Globe, 10 carmucie:
Untnngrigohia Cirlem, owene bic complectens: .
ot ad awnnr § 7000 complettm

MAGNE ab () Lit

Gl et LN VALCK,
Ameteladiamenser

Cim Privilegto

Vel Ko, Addversenties §7% Ve, Koy, €olole Neerlawdlics, Vl 1,
s 13 dedis paiv; o of 3 in stare 21 | Kragr, €Nl Eiledes i sy
Netherans, Vil 165 & 19 (nhi puivke of- Yomge, Cae. Early Gilabes

air the United Staves, p. 62, mot ine Dpbber, Globes at Greempaeh,

The World & rouimd
The facy thar medicval man believed thae the wordd was s faca
+ ek aisdd thar if 3 ship salbed fir enough our wses it wosild
fall e she =dfgs = s & myeh dhar died nor ke shape unil dhe
19th century! The bt thar globes depicting the heavens and the
carth were made even in antiquity is something we know from
werimen soures. The production of globes did por, however,
really take off umil the era of the major voyages of discovery.
Uilobes were carried an bosrd ships from the Lste 16ah contury;
They were important ools whes it cime t svigason, There

rve makers of globes in varions Wer-Furapean countries, but
the Netherlunds dominared producrion throaghoor the 17th
century. This i acrually no surprise since the Republic had
developed intn Europe's greatest seafaring nation and thes the
demand for globes grew and shio cartographens and sstronomers
continued n make aew discoveries, which that the globes
hard 1 be updated, Cartogtaphen. scos and the
scrual globe makers collaborad in the globes,
From their very inceprion, globes were expensive. And thus they

were ercted with care, and i ds only thelr enarmins
vulnerability to damage thar has conrribuzed 10 s fow having
sarvived from thar perind. Moa of the globes currently available
101 che rade are 1 Seh-cenury or even 20th-century copies thar
i I ne way compete with the besuriful globes of yesteryear,




Only three pairs of this second state are known to exist worldwide

Gerard and Leonard Vall: famous 18th-century globe maken
In the recently published ook Cinbes in Nederfand de Weneld
et Meine (ilobes in the Netherdands, the World on & Small
Scale) by Dicderick Wildeman poblished by Walbarg Pers ..nlln
the |n.-nnd during which the Valk family was at work
e Vindles, Geerard Walk, @ citizen of Amererdam, was 4 publisher
angd engraver. He and his son Leonard became the mos
importane globe makees of their time. The engraving work in
parvicular was renowned for its siperior qualivy. The first
examples of Gerard Valks rernostrial ghobes show an g of the
wastld thar was surdated, California. for insance, is picrured as
an island wnd the coasts of Australia, New Guined and New
Zeaband are missing, The rerrcirrial globe was based on Cassiis
map dated 1638 while the ccdestial globe wsed Hevelisss
Uirstnsgrapirtar of 16900 ax an example, The second sage — ol -
was adljuseee arel s i revised map of the workd deawn by
Lennard Valk. who worked with his facher from 1711 10 1726,
Leonand died in 1’16. Bt thiat did not signal the end of the
globe-making fin o contitued the busimess with her
brother Perrus and his son. They did not make ainy new ghobes
bt sobd off the old sack. A the end of the | Bth cenrury they
had had enough and sold the globe Tisiness o the pubilishe
Mormier, Covens & Loon,

The making of globes

Befone 1680 dhere was actually no written manual for making
wlobes, The skill was learned in pracrice. The most difficonlr pan
wits the spherical form, A semi-spherical mould made of wond
wr metal was coancd i Bt o il and dhen covened with many
layers of papier-miché. The trick was o keep the outer wirface
an st as possible, When both halves were ready, 5 wouden
anias was fitted and the halves were broughy regether. The sphere
i bl its definitise shape and 2 Final Layer of plaster ensured
the required smoath surfics 1w which the segments of the chan
were apphied, This karrer was extremely painstaking and time-
comuming work because the loag serips of the chart had 1o fit
together o the nearest millimetre. Cnee the chart had beon
enincly or partially colouseed, 3 layer of varnish was applied by
way of protection. The metidian ring around the globe wa
wupported by 3 singhe cenrral columa
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Tervestrial and celestial globes both dated 1700

Only three pairs of this socond state ane known 1o exist
wirtld-wide

Terrestrial and Celestial ghobe both dawd 1 7060

Globes were made in various vives by the Valk family berween
171 and 1728; the one mcusurin
come from rheis workshop, e m
Gcpsiisiticnt as extremely rare! Ther
anwaher complere pair of globes of th g o the
market. The interested collcctar nevds o e iciris g
chanee m acquire something wally unsgue, an opporuniry thar
will probubly never be repennd!
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